
MEMBER BENEFITS
As a USBC Sport Bowling member, you can take advantage
of many great benefits. Here's a look at what Sport Bowling
has to offer:
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How do USBC Sport Bowling
lane conditions differ from
standard USBC
leagues?
In a standard USBC league,
typically eight to 20 times as
much oil is applied to the
middle of the lane than near
the channels as shown in

Figure 1.
The typical standard league

lane condition has much less
oil near the outside of the lane.

Since less oil equals more
friction between the ball and

the lane, balls rolling over the
outside boards will curve - or

hook - toward the pocket.
Conversely, the oil build up in
the middle of the lane makes
the ball skid down the lane

toward the pocket.
This situation creates a

large margin for error for
bowlers because they can
miss the target to the outside
boards and the ball wi II hook

away from the channel.
Bowlers also can miss the

target to the inside and the
ball will skid longer and stay
on line toward the pocket. Even
though the bowler is missing
the target, the ball still is
directed to the pocket because
of the way the oil is applied.
This results in more pocket
hits, more strikes,
higher scores and higher
averages.

This margin for error does
not exist on USBC Sport
Bowl ing cond itions, as
illustrated in Figure 2. On
Sport Bowling lane patterns,
oil is applied much more
evenly across the lane surface.
What results is no oil build up
or high friction areas, so the
ball will not be artificially
steered toward the pocket.
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Other benefits
USBC Sport Bowling Challenge
Tournament Series -Test your skills
at this new set of regional tourna­
ments held across the country. Big
money and guaranteed entries into
either the USBC Masters or USBC

Queens will be up for grabs in these
two-day tournaments consisting of
qualifying and match-play rounds
contested on Sport Bowling lane con­
ditions. Visit the Sport Bowling sec­
tion of bowl.com for details.

Members-only events
USBC Sport Bowling Eliminator - Step
up to the challenge and go head-to-head
with the nation's best in the USBC Sport
Bowling Eliminator at the USBC Open
Championships: For just a $20 entry fee,
you can win some serious cash!

Coupon booklet
Sport Bowling members can take advantage of exclusive
membership benefits in our special coupon booklet. Many
of bowling's top manufacturers and publications have
generously committed to participate by providing valuable
special offers for Sport Bowling members. (Coupons begin
on page 23).

In addition, participating International Bowling Pro
Shop and Instructors Association pro shops offer all
Sport Bowling members a 10 percent discount.

Exclusive awards
Sport Bowling's premium award line will
truly reflect the significance of your achievement. Adult
Sport Bowling members have the chance to earn genuine
gold high-score rings, plaques and the distinctive
Crystal Pin - Sport Bowling's signature award. Sport
Bowling also features an exclusive awards line to

recognize youth for their achievements. Visit the Sport
Bowling section of bowl.com, then click on the
"Awards" link for a complete list of Sport Bowling
award images and the accomplishments
they celebrate.
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Basic lane tape graph
A typical lane oil pattern for a standard USBC league
will have an oil ratio of anywhere between 8:1 to

approximately 12:1, some even as high as 20:1. (A 20:1
ratio means that there is 20 times as much oil on a lane's

middle boards than on the outside boards closer to I ~ a
the channels.)The graph above illustrates that there is :~~~significantly more oil in the center area of the lane ?,o'''''''''--
than to the outside. Units of oil are ..-::4

measured on the graph's vertical axis ~ ~and the lane's board numbers "o~
are on the horizontal ~
axis. The graph's red line 1

shows the amount of oil §\
there is on each board of
the lane at 22 feet from

the foul line. The yellow
line shows how much oil
there is on each board of
the lane at 41 feet from the

foul line. As you can see, the
amount of oil dramatically increases
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3-D lane graph
Like a basic lane graph, this
three-dimensional graph below also
shows how much and where oil is

applied to the lane surface. This

illustration represents the surface of a
bowling lane. The end of the lane (where
the pins would be) is on the graph's near
end; the far end is where the foul line

would be. The numbers along the bottom
of the graph represent each board on the
lane. The numbers along the right and
left side of the graph show distance on
the lane measured in feet. The amount of

oil is measured in units as indicated by
the numbers from top to bottom. Just as
in the basic lane graph, you can see that

10 Pin Side on this pattern there is a dramatic
increase in oil applied to the boards in
the middle of the lane. This diagram

illustrates how oil application is "tapered" from the foul
line to the end of the pattern; there is much more oil in
the first 15-20 feet of the lane, which helps the ball skid
longer before hooking and then rolling into the pocket.

between boards five and 10 on each side of the
lane at 22 feet from the foul line. At 41 feet from

the foul line, there is a sharp increase in oil
between boards eight and 14, which helps artifi­
cially steer the ball to the pocket.
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STANDARD LEAGUE LANE
CONDITION
Graphs - both basic and three-dimensional - also

illustrate how oil is applied to lanes. The two graphs
below show how and where oil is applied on a standard
USBC league pattern.

60

58

56

54

52

50

48

48

44

42- "
.- 380"
.•. "
032
"' 30

••• 28

'c 26

:J 24
12

20

18

16

14

12

10
8
6
4

2

o l2

LJS BOI/VLIIVG
CCNW:;RESS ..

~ 6 Member Handbook




